DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW SPECIES OF NORTH A^MEIHCAN 
COLEOPTBRA IN THE FAMILIES CERAMRYCIl).E ANJ) 
SCARAB^EID.E. 


By ]Maktin L. Linell, 

Aid, Jh'parihieni of Insecis. 


While incorporating recent accessions in tlie collection of Xortli 
American Gerambycidic in the rnited States National ^Mnscnin, sev¬ 
eral nndescribed species were met with. For one of these, a small 
species from southern Texas with remarkable antennal strindure, it 
was found necessary to en^ct a new genus. Two new sp(^ci(*s of Scar- 
abmidic are also d(\scribed. 

ELAPHIDION ALBOFASCIATUM, new species. 

Cylindrical, robust, uniformly black, shining, sparsely clothed with 
rather long, mostly appressed, grayish white hairs, condensed on the 
middle of elytra to a straight transverse' fascia. Aiitenna'- without 
spines, piceous brown, very stout, shorter than the body in both sexes; 
lirst joint thick, clavate, a little longer than third; fourth shorter than 
third; fifth to eleventh subequal in length; third and fourth strongly, 
lifth slightly eainpanulate at apex; lifth to eleventh llattened, suban- 
gulate internally at apex. Palpi subeqnal; last joint triangular, 
obliquely truncate. Thorax slightly louger than broad, cylindrical, 
broadly but not strongly constricted at base, hardly constrieded at 
apex; disk coarsely, moderately densi^ly punctate with a shining cal¬ 
losity, more or less diamond-shaped, at middle and an obsolete tuber¬ 
cle at the sides behind the middle. Scutelluin transverse, rounded, 
densely hairy. Elytra parallel, truncate at base, conjointly rounded at 
apex without spines, coarsely but not very densely punctate at base, 
abruptly more finely punctate behind the anterior margin of the white 
band and gradually smoother toward apex. The longer white hairs 
forming the band sometimes (*ontinue to a])ex, but generally the band 
is very distinct. Ventral surface more shining, moderately punctate ; 
abdomen finely puiictulate. Sixth ventral segment exposed, in the male 
Cornells, deeply concave with margin rounded, in the female nieinbranous, 
truncate. Legs short, moderately stout, coarsely and densely punctate. 


:m 


Proceedings U. S. National Museum, Vol. XIX-No. 1113. 



394 


SOUTH AMEUICAS COLEOPTEUA—LISELL. 


VOL. XIX. 


T^qrsi broad, parallel^ first joint of tlie ])osterior pair slightly longer 
than second and third togetlier. Length, 14 min. 

Type,^:so. 202, U.S.X.IM. 

Of tliis liandsoine, strikingly distinct species twenty examples were 
collected by ]\Ir. D. \V. Co(iuillett in the month of July in the foothills 
bordering ]\Iohave l)(‘serton the south, Los Angeles County, California. 
It resembles IL Le Conte, but may be at once distinguished by 

the unarmed anteniue, tlu^ coarser white vestiture, and the elytral fascia. 

Genus PIEZOCERA, Serville. 

Lai'ordaire’s grou]> IMezocerides is closely allied to Ibionides, ditfering 
only by the serrate^ antenme. The primdiial generic characters of Viezo- 
vera arc the strongly compressed tibia^ and the tlattcmed antennal tuber¬ 
cles, separatiMl on the front only by a line, imjiresscd line. Lour or live 
tropical Amei'ieaii s])ecies are described, and one, 1\ monochroa^ Bates, 
from Alinalonga, 3lexico. This latter is closely allied to the following 
Texan species, but judging from Bates’ descri])tion has a different 
thorax. 

PIEZOCERA SERRATICOLLIS, new species. 

Linear, uniformly dark castaneous, shining, sparsely covered with 
long erect hairs. Antenme threa-fourths the length of tlie body, from 
the third joint strongly flattened, serrate, bicarinate on both sides and 
with an additional short median cariua at apex of each joint; third to 
tenth joints subequal in length, triangular, longer than broad; eleventh 
joint longer, obtuse at apex. Thorax twice longer than broad, broadly 
and strongly constricted at base, slightly concave and smooth before 
the constriction at middle, with an obtuse smooth tubercle each side 
of the concavity; disk with sparse setiferous punctures; sides broad¬ 
est before the basal constriction and slightly narrowed to apex, with 
numerous setiferous tubercles, making the margin appear crenulate 
if seen from above. Elytra broader than thorax, subparallel, longi¬ 
tudinally impressed on the disk alongside the suture, with sparse 
setiferous punctures arranged subseriately; intervals nearly smooth; 
apices strongly obli(piely trum^ate inward, the angles rounded. Legs 
sparsel}^ hairy; femora moderately clavate, nearly smootli; tioia^ 
strongly compressed and carinate, with a series of coarse i)unctures 
along the exterior side; tarsi broad, short; lirst joint of the posterior 
pair one-half longer than the second. Length, (> mm. 

One exam])Ic, collected bj" Prof. C. 11. T. Townsend at Brownsville, 
Texas. 

Tijpe,—:so, 203 , u.s.N.:\r. 

IBIDION EXCLAMATIONIS, Thomson. 

Two exaniphLs of this species, previously recorded from Almalqnga, 
i\lexico,are intheXational Museum, collected b}’ Prof. G. 11.T.Townsend, 
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at Brownsville, Texas. The i;enns Ihidion, that now enters the list of 
our Texan fauna, differs, according to Lacordaire, from Compsa, I'crty, 
only hy the carinate tibiie. The generic character is not very distinct 
in this vSi>ecies. 


IBIDION TOWNSENDI, new species, 

Mdle, — Linear, shining, jiiceous brown, covered with a fine golden 
piibescciiee, dense on the prothorax and at the sides of the ventral 
surface, sjiarse on tin', elytra and legs and absent from the antenna\ 
In addition to this it has sparse long erect hairs, longest and most 
numerous on the six basal joints of the anteninc and on the femora. 
Head broader than thorax, coarsely punctate. Antennal tubercles 
prominent, acute. Antennae one-half longer than the body, first joint 
stout, coarsely punctate, as long as the fourth^ third to sixth thickened, 
somewhat tlattened, sparsely but roughly punctate, linear, finely cari¬ 
nate above; third joint nearly twice longer than fourth; fifth and sixth 
equal, one-half longer than fourth; the live apical joints equal, liliform, 
pale in color. Thorax cylindrical, a little more than twice as long as 
broad, very finely and densely punctnlate, with a smooth, raised median 
line, abbreviated at each end. Scutellum semicircular, densely golden 
pubescent. Elytra parallel, one half broader than thorax; the indexed 
sides subopaque, light brown, minutely punctate; disk piceous, sparsely 
coarsely punctate, dattened and longitudinally impressed at basal 
third; equidistant from suture and margin are two elongate ivory spots, 
the anterior one just outside the impression at basal third, the posterior 
one twice shorter at apical third. Thighs strongly elavate, sparsely 
and minutely punctnlate. Tibiie dilated toward apex, especially the 
anterior ones, distinctly carinate. Length, iko to 7.5 mm. 

Two examples; collected June 7 and 23 at Brownsville, Texas, by 
Prof. O. H. T. Townsend. 

Type.—No. 204, B.S.N.M. 

PCECILOBRIUM RUGOSIPENNE, new species. 

Linear, cyaneous, shining, anterior femora reddish yellow. It differs 
from 1\ chah/bwum^ Le Conte, as follows: Thorax less rounded on the 
sides, subcylindricab sparsely but strongly punctate. Elytra coarsely 
and densely rugosopunctate. Length, 4.4 mm. One example from Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Type.—No. 205, r.S.N.:\I. 

OBRIUM MOZINNiE, new species. 

Elongate, paralleb very shining; sparsely hairy, reddish yellow, 
elytra, aiitenme, tibiie, and tarsi black. Head as broad as elytra, 
sparsely coarsely punctate each side of a smooth median space; clypeal 
suture deeply impressed. Anteiinie a little longer than the body; first’ 
joint sparsely punctate, shining, elavate, as long as the third; third 
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and fourtli equal, sliglitly inerassate toward apex, sparsely liairy; 
fifth to eleventh a little longer, eipial, filiform, subopaque, finely ]ui- 
beseeiit. Thorax sli< 4 *htly longer than broad, narrower tlian the head, 
stri/Ugly (‘onstrieted at base, much l(*ss constricted at ajicx; sides 
obtusely an^ailate between the eonstri(*tions; a deep fovea above tlie 
aiifile; disk with very sparse setigerous punctures. Elytra with coarse, 
sjiarse setigerous iiuiictures, subseriately arranged; apices separately 
round(‘d. Ventral surface and femora with sparse, minute, setigerous 
punctures; tibia* and tarsi with denser hairs. Lengtli, 1 mm. 

Male , — Thorax immaculati*; abdomen blackish at base; fifth viuitral 
S(*gment with a semic'ircnhir emai gination. 

Female. — Thorax witli a transverse black sjiot on disk; abdomen 
immaculate; second segment very broadly eiuarginate, seinicircularly 
excavate, excavation filled up with a dense brush of yellow, coarse 
hairs; third segment bi’oadly concave, smooth; fourth flat, semit'ircular, 
notched at apex; fifth xery narrow, triangular, obtuse at apex. 

Two exami)les, male and female, collected by ]Mr. ll. A. Schwarz, 
rlune 5, at llrownsville, Texas, on M(>zi}nu( sp((fvlata. ]\lr. Schwarz 
recognized this as an nndeseribed spc^eies and labeled it with the IMS. 
name used above. 

Tj/pe.—^i). 200, IT.S.X.IM. 

TETRANODUS, new genus. 

.Vnteiime with Joints third to sixth strongly imaassate and clavate; 
eyes coarsely gi’annlate. In other generic characters it agrees with 
Eaderces of L(‘conte. 

Tf/pe. — Tetranodus uireieolli.s. waw species, 

TETRANODUS NIVEICOLLIS, new species. 

Rufous. at)i('al half of elytra, a spot behind the humeri, abdomen 
and tibia* blac'k, sparsely covered with wliitish, flying hairs. Head 
very coarsely and densely i>unctate, geiia* rugose. Eyes small, coarsely 
granulate*, deeply emarginab*, rounded in front, gradually attenuated 
behind the base of the antenna*. These latt(*r somewhat longer than the 
bod^x finely ])nbeseent, ll -jointed; first Joint moderately stout, slightly 
arcuate, as long as the fifth; second Joint small, a little longer than 
wide*: third nearly twice longer than fourth, strongly clavate, round<*d 
at apex; fourth, iiyrilbrm; fifth and sixth, snbecpial, each long(*r than 
fourth, oval, ])(*dun(‘ulate; last five joints slender, seventh to tenth 
gradually d(*creasing in l(*ngth, eleventh ecjiial to t(*nth. Hdiorax more 
than twice longer than broad, strongly arcuate upward from the base, 
d(‘nsely longitudinally strigose; base strongly constricted, with a trans¬ 
verse band of dense silvery-white hairs. Elytra, cylindrical in outline, 
hardly broadc'r than thorax, convex and conjointly rounded at ajiex; 
sulibasal ridge* slight, obtuse; a deep transv(*rse deiiression at basal 
third, behind which tiierci is a strictly transverse, strongly elevated 
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ivory vittii, not (inite reucliiiig’ iiiar«'iii nor suture; the punetuatiou is 
spai’se, but rather coarse belbre the ivory band, and b(diind it, it is 
liner, gradually more obsolete toward apex. The silvery band of the 
prothoraeic peduncle is iirolonged beneath on the sides of the inesoster- 
nuin, and the ivory band of elytra is continued as a band of silvery hairs 
on the jiosterior part of the metasternnin. Femora strongly clavate; 
tibia‘ deeply sulcate and carinate: tarsi short. Length 4 mm. 

(hie example, collected by Frof. C. 11. T. Townsend at Lrownsville, 
Texas, June 20, lS!)d. 

Tjipc. —]Sro. 208, r.S.K.M. 

It will be interesting to see if the antennal characters of this sjiecies 
are sexual or not, when the female is discovered. Hates has described 
an allied genus l)li)hiirama^^ where the male has the third and fourth 
antennal joints strongly clavate and the female these joints simple but 
the terminal joints dilated. 

LEPTURA PERNIGRA, new species. 

llobust, entirely black, covered with a sparse, short, black pubes¬ 
cence, longer and more dense on the thorax. Dorsal surface sub- 
opaque; ventral surface and legs shining. Autenum filiform, as long 
as three-fourths of the body in the male, shorter in the 1‘emale; 
fourth joint as long as the sixtli, fifth a little longer, third a little 
longer than fifth; last joint not appendiculate. Head less wide than 
the thorax; eyes large, piomiiient; vertex slightly concave, rugosely 
punctate; mouth strongly produced; clypeus and labrum shining, 
sparsely punctate. Thorax cam])anulate, a little longer than wide, 
strongly narrowed at apex, deei)ly constricted at base, strongly 
rounded at the sides; posterior angles wanting; median line obso- 
letely depressed, smooth at base; disk densely but not confluently, 
moderately coarsely punctate. Elytra at base much broader than 
thorax, slightly narrowed from the base; apices slightly dehiscent, 
obliquely truncate, broadly emarginate with angles acute; punctua¬ 
tion slightly less coarse than on the thorax, very dense but not conhii- 
ent at the base, more dispersed and inuricate toward apex; ventral 
surface densely punctate; middle of the last three abdominal segments 
sparsely and finely piinctulate, in the female nearly smooth, l.eugth, 
10 to 10.5 mm. 

Male ,—Last ventral segment broadly concave, apical margin l)roadly 
rounded. 

Eleven males and two females collected on ^yilsons Peak, Los 
Angeles County, California, in June by Mr. D. AY. Coquillett. 

Tifjw,—^o, 207, IT.S.N.M. 

This very distinct species should take its place in the group L, san- 
guwea of LeConte. From the e(pially black male of L, krtlfira, LeConte, 


1 Tniiijs. Soo. London, 1<S72, p. 187. 
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it is distinguished at ouee l>y its robust form and globose, constrieted 
thorax. 

LEPTURA COQUILLETTI, new species. 

(Group Iccta of LeConte.) 

^loderately robust, the male as stout as the largest females of L, 
trlhalteata, LeConte, the female as the male of L, nitenSj Forster. An* 
teume entirely bhudc, tiliform, as long as three-fourths of the body 
in the male, considerably shorter in the female. Head (except mouth 
and antenna*), prothorax, i)eetus, and abdomen densely covered with 
golden pubescence, entirely concealing the black surface, at least in the 
female. Xo black hairs on the disk of prothorax, as in L, tribalteata. 
Thorax deeply ehannelecl along the base, strongly constricted at the 
sides behind the middle; posterior angles distinctly prolonged (as in 
L, trlbalteata)] disk densely punctate in the female, less densely in the 
male. Fdytra somewhat rounded at the sides, tinely punctate; the 
apices very obli(iuely truncate with the angles acute; four transverse, 
nearly straight, very broad, yellow bands; the basal one covering the 
epipleura and including a black humeral spot that arcuately connects 
with the black suture; the second yellow band slightly broader at the 
suture; tliree bands, narrower than the yellow ones, and apex black; 
the whole surface, even the black parts, covered with sparse, golden 
pubescence. Legs in the female yellow with tii)S of tarsi infuscate, in 
the male fuscous with base of tibim testaceous. Length, 10 to 12 mm. 

Miih\ —Last ventral segment longer than broad, convex, with a small 
triangular imi)ression and a slight notch at apical margin. 

Female, —Last ventral segment broader than long, broadly concave, 
slightly e margin ate at apex. 

Two males and five females collected (June and July) on Wilsons 
Teak (4,000 feet altitude), Los Angeles County, California, by ]Mr. I). W 
Coquillett. 

7>pe.—Xo. 209, Lr.s.x.:\r. 

This elegant species has the form of a Typocertis^hwt has only slight 
traces of poriferous spaces on the antenme and should be placed near 
Leptiom trlbalteata, LeConte, from which it diflers by the golden pubes¬ 
cence covering even the black parts and by its larger size and stouter 
form. 

AMPHIONYCHA SUTURALIS, new species. 

Cylindrical, piceous, feebly shining, clothed with a fine cinereous 
pubescence and with erect pale hairs, longer and more numerous above. 
Antenna* black, as long as the body, obsoletely annulate with white at 
the base of the joints. The four basal joints are slightly thickened 
with long black hairs scattered all over, but with a tendency to form a 
fimbria on the inferior surface. The relative length of the joints as 
in .1. Jlammata, Xewman; the third joint the longest, the scape and 
fourth joint subequal, nearly twice as long as the tifth; the fifth to 





NO. 1113. 


PEOCEEDIXGS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM. 


399 


eleven til are slender, liliforui, slightly decreasing in length toward 
a])ex. Head rufous, densely rufopubescent, convex, slightly impressed 
between the antenine, with a finely impressed median line; a piceous 
spot on the occiput and another one behind the eye each side. Thorax 
pale rufous, densely rufopubescent, slightly wider than long, feebly 
rounded at the sides; a broad median line piceous, sparsely but deejily 
punctate. Elytra moderately punctate, separately rounded at apex; 
suture narrowly, and side margins more broadly, rufous with short 
rufous inibesceuce. Ventral surface uniformly piceous, mon* shiiiiug. 
Length, 7.5 to 8 mm. 

Four examples collected by Prof. 0.11. T. Townsend at Brownsville, 
Texas. 

Type.—No. 210, U.S.X.M. 

This species is not an Amphlonyeha in the* sense this generic name is 
used by European authors, but it is congeneric with Jlammufa, Xew- 
man, and must follow that species, whatever it may ultimately be called. 
Of the numerous allied genera from Central and South America, they 
seem to agree best with the characters given for Erana of Bates, but the 
third antennal joint in our species is but slightly longer than the scape. 

METHIA MORMONA, new species. 

Linear, opaque, piceous, lugosely punctate and sparsely pubescent. 
Antenine twice as long as the body; scape much shorter than the third 
Joint, clavate, transversely rugose, without any trace of cicatrix; second 
joint very short; third to eleventh slightly decreasing in length, the 
eleventh about three fifths as long as the third. Antennal tubercles 
transverse, obtuse. Eyes separated above by a narrow channel, pro¬ 
longed on the front, which is longitudinally concave. Thorax longer 
than broad, slightly constricted at each end, rounded on the sides at 
middle, with an arcuate callosity in front of seutellum. Elytra parallel, 
truncate at base, conjointly broadly rounded at apex, reaching the tip 
of abdomen; sides iiiflexed at basal half; epipleura wanting; disk 
llattened with three longitudinal raised lines, abbreviated behind; color 
testaceous with suture, side margins, a large stripe from the humeral 
umboiie and apex black; between the raised lines are traces of brown 
stripes behind the middle. Ventral surface slightly shining, finely 
imnctate. Abdomen cylindrical; last ventral segment deeply emargi- 
nate (male). Legs slender, coarsely pubescent; tarsi with the first joint 
as long as second and third together; fourth joint very slender, as long 
as the first. Length, 10 mm. 

Four examples were collected at Salt Lake City, Utah, hy Th. 
Koser, of the Marist College, r>rooklaud, District of Columbia, one of 
which he kindly presented to the l!7ational Museum. 

Tyjye. —Xo. 211, U.S.X.iM. 

This species differs from as defined by Xewmaii and LeConte, 

by the visible second antennal joint and in the length of (dytra and 
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t(‘riniiijU joint of iiiiteinoi*, but I prefer at present to leave it in tlii 
genus. 

DIPLOTAXIS BREVISETOSA, new species. 

Ovate, eonvex, riifoferruginous or rnfopiceous, shining, sparsely 
pnl>es(*ent with very slan t seniierei't seta*. Mead eonvex, sparsely but 
coarsely and deeply i)un(!tate; elypeal suture obliterated exce])t a short 
groove at the (we. Clypous more densely i)unctate, rounded, slightly 
truncate at apex, Avith mai gin distinctly rellex(*d, anteniue 10-Jointed, 
ferruginous. Palpi ferruginous. Thorax nearly twice broader than 
long, broadest at middle (in />. puheruhis and the thorax is 

broadest behind the middle), slightly narrowed to base, arenately nar¬ 
rowed to a])ex: all the angles rectangular; apex somewhat narrower 
than the base, truncate, with a membranous margin; base arcuate at 
niiddh*; disk moderately densely and deeply punctate. Seiitellum semi¬ 
oval, with a few punctures at base, smooth at apex. Elytra at base 
hardly broader than thorax, slightly wider ])osteriorly; costa* not very 
distinct, each with a series of ])uuctures; intervals with slightly larger 
])unetures of the same size as on thorax, subseriately arranged at 
the sides. Pygidium deeply x)unetate. Thorax beneath densely and 
coarsely punctate. Abdomen nearly smooth at middle, coarsely puiu*- 
tate at the sides. Legs sparsel}^ puiu*tate and hairy. Anterior tibia* 
tridentate, the two apical teeth strong, the upper one small. Claws 
cleft at apex; the inferior part nearly as long as the superior, oblique 
at a])ex. Length, (ho to 7.5 mm. 

Six exami)les from Brighton, iSTueces County, Texas. 

7)/i>c.—Xo. 2V2, U.S.N.M. 

Of the hairy species of Diplotaxis, the sordida of Say, is large 
(11 mm.) and has the anterior thoracic angles acuminate; i>. jfubendus, 
LeConte, is elongate and has the anterior thoracic angles obtuse, and 
J). popino^ Casey, has truncate and angulate clypeus. All of these 
species have longer hairs. 7>. crilnilosa, LeConte, is described as having 
short hairs, but the head is densely punctate and the elypeal suture 
impressed. 

COPRIS MCECHUS, LeConte. 

A Specimen of this s]>ecies, previously recorded only from Texas, was 
collected at Los Angeles, California, by Dr. W. J. Ivarlsioe (Xovember, 
ISOl). 

LACHNOSTERNA KARLSIOEI, new species. 

((U'oiip//fso« of Horn.) 

Ivobiist, oblong, parallel, rnfopiceous, very shining. Clyi)eus very 
Avide, (listiiK'tly emarginate, si)arsely punctate; margin moderately 
retlexed; front more densely punctate. Thorax broadest at base, area- 
ately narrowed to ajiex; margin A^ery indistinctly erenulate; surface 
moderately" coarsely, not A’ery densely, x)unetate ; i)unctures umbilieate; 
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median line indistinct. Elytra rather coarsely and riy^osely punctate, 
the eosta^ evident. Pygidinm as hmg as broad, oval at apex, coarsely 
and sparsely luinctate. ^retasternnin with dense long* hairs. Abdo¬ 
men linely punctulnte, sparsely along the middle. Claws strongly 
enrvate, with a strong median tooth. Last Joint of maxillary palpi 
ovate, not impressed. Length, 2n mm. 

Mule .—Autenme wanting in the type. Abdomen llatteiuMl along 
the middle; pemiltiinate segment near the margin with a strong, 
nearly straight ridge, widely overhanging the whole length; last seg¬ 
ment sparsely granulate, with a rounded, shallow fovea. Posterior 
tibije with the inner spur slightly enrvate, two-thiids the length of the 
outer one. Claspers intermediate in shape between those of L. (jrandis 
and ]j. uJl'ei, but ditier from both in having an obtuse angulation on 
the inner side of each branch near the base. 

Femnle .—Antennal club small, shorter than the funieJe. Last ven¬ 
tral broadly emarginate. Pubic process deeply cleft as in L. ulkei.hwt 
the i)lates are differently shaped, the superior ones not folded. 

Two examples, male and female, collected at electric light in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, b}" Doctor AY. J. Karlsioe, and kindly ])resented to 
the Xational Museum. 

Tifpc.—^o. 2i;;, ILS.^LM. 

This magnificent species, second in size only to L. (jrandior, Liiiell, 
differs at fii’st sight from 7>. (jrnndis. Smith, by wanting the smooth 
coriaceous surface, and from L. nlkeo Smith, by its much finer punctua¬ 
tion. it comes very near L. qiiadrata, Smith, but the clj-peus is distinctly 
emarginate. In color it is darker than L. hornii. Smith. A number of 
Lachnosternas were collected at the same locality by Doctor Karlsioe; 
among others, large series of L. priufina, L. (jrundis (including individ¬ 
uals with the thorax strongly sinuate before the posterior angles), and 
a large-black variety of L. areiKitn. 

Proe. X. 31. vol. xix-20 



